Anybody can be an Amateur Radio operator. There are movie stars, doctors, students, politicians, truck drivers and maybe even your neighbor. There are no age limits. You can use Morse code, talk through low-power or high-power transmitters, or on a hand-held radio, and you can even use a computer to send messages through satellites. Yes, Amateur Radio has its own satellites.

How do You become a Ham?

You begin by studying for the Technician license and passing a 35-question multiple-choice examination.

No Morse code test is required. The exam covers basic regulations, operating practices, and electronics theory, with a focus on VHF and UHF applications. 

Technician Class operators are authorized to use all amateur VHF and UHF frequencies (all frequencies above 50 MHz). 

The next step is the General Class. This is where you can use high-power HF privileges to talk across country and worldwide.

Some people go straight to the General Class license as their first license. 

Technicians may upgrade to General Class by passing a 5 WPM Morse code test and a 35-question multiple-choice examination. 

The Extra Class license is the top operating class. Extra Class licensees can operate on all frequencies allocated to the Amateur Service. Again, some people start at this level.

General licensees may upgrade to Extra Class by passing a 50-question multiple-choice examination. No further Morse code test is required. 

Why a License? 

Although the main purpose of Amateur Radio is fun, it is called the "Amateur Radio Service" because it also has a serious side. The FCC created this "Service" to fill the need for a pool of experts who could provide backup emergency communications.

Where Do I Get More Information? 

Contact the Starke County Amateur Radio Club at w9joz@w9joz.org 

Attend a meeting. The club meets at the North Judson American Legion Post on the third Thursday of each month at 7:00 pm. We meet in the Bingo room. Family members are welcome.

If you don’t live in or around Northwest Indiana, you can find out more about Ham Radio and your local clubs at www.arrl.org   

