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Meeting September 15th 

Time is 7:00 p.m. 

Discussions on various topics.  

 

Meetings are at the Henry F. Schricker Library on 
the third Thursday of each month, with the 

exception of December. 

The library is located on west Culver Road, two 
blocks west of Highway 35. 
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Club Picnic 
 

The club picnic is on September 18 at shelter #1 North Judson Park.  
 

 

 

 
 

Items For Sale 
 

KC9JRX has a tower for sale. Contact him for more details. 
 

W3ML has a new LDG AT-200Pro that I bought at Dayton and find that I don’t need it with the TS-2000 as 

it has a built in one. Cost is $240.00. 

 

There are still several good items on the For Sale page waiting for a new home. Be sure to check it out every 

so often as things are added and sold all the time.  http://www.w9joz.org/w9jozFrameset-1.htm 
 
 

        It's Back to School Time...for Ham Radio, too! 
 

By Dan Romanchik, KB6NU 

 

As I write this, it's about 85 degrees, and I'm sitting on the patio of a cottage overlooking Elk Lake in 

northern Michigan. This idyllic spot is about as far away from school as you can get. And yet, in less than a 

month, kids will be back in school, and if kids are going to be back in school, why not ham radio operators? 

 

The fall is a good time to begin teaching a new group of Technicians. I favor the "Tech in a Day" or "Ham 

Cram" type of class. This type of class focuses on teaching students the answers to questions on the test 

rather than the material itself. 

 

There's a lot of controversy about this, and many decry this method of teaching, but I think the best way to 

learn about ham radio is by actually doing it, and you can't do if you don't have a license. Besides, how much 

more instruction will students actually get in a more traditional eight-week or ten-week course, maybe 16 

hours? Will those 16 hours make that much of a difference? 

 

For the sake of argument, let's say that you've decided to offer a one-day Tech class. Now what? Well, the 

first thing you have to do is to find a place to teach it. Possible sites include your local public library, a 

township hall, a community college, perhaps even your church. 

 

Now that you have the place, you need to find some students. Your local emergency-management group 

would be a good place to start. Also, make sure a notice gets published in your amateur radio club's 

newsletter. Chances are most of the subscribers already have licenses, but they may have friends or relatives 

who would be interested. Also, make sure the class gets listed in the upcoming events section of local 

newspapers or magazines. 

 

http://www.w9joz.org/w9jozFrameset-1.htm
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Once people start signing up, you should suggest that they either purchase a study guide or download my 

free study guide (www.kb6nu.com/tech-manual). Because I use my study guide when teaching the class, I 

always advise them to get a copy, but if you'll be using other materials, then your advice may differ. 

 

I counsel the students to read through my study guide a few times and take some online practice tests before 

coming to class. That will make them familiar with the material, especially areas they may be weak in or 

have questions about. By bringing those questions to class, we can address those areas in a little more depth, 

which will, hopefully, give them the help they need to pass the test. 

 

The class itself is six hours long, running from 9am to 3pm, at which time we give them the test. This is not 

a lot of time for the amount of material I have to cover, so I move along at a pretty brisk pace. I concentrate 

on giving them the answers, but with enough context to that it all makes sense.  

 

OK, let's say your class was wildly successful, and you now have a group of newly-minted Techs. What do 

you do now?  

 

Well, you might consider offering some short sessions on what ham radio operators do--Ham Radio 101, so 

to speak. The topics could include how to choose your first radio, the basics of FM repeater and net 

operation, and building your first antenna (say a 2m ground plane). They'll be more enthusiastic about these 

classes now that they actually have a license. 

 

It might also be a good idea to schedule a General Class license course for sometime shortly after the Tech 

class. This will encourage them to upgrade while they are enthusiastic about the hobby.  

 

I hope that this has encouraged you to offer some ham radio courses of your own. If you have any questions, 

feel free to e-mail me at cwgeek@kb6nu.com or phone me at 734-930-6564. Good luck, and let me know 

how your classes turn out. 

 

================================================= 

When not preparing for his next ham radio class, Dan publishes the "No-Nonsense" study guides for the 

Technician and General Class license exams. Free versions and print version are available from his website 

at www.kb6nu.com/tech-manual. E-book versions are available for the Kindle and devices that run the 

Kindle app on Amazon.Com and for the Nook on BarnesandNoble.Com. 

 
 

Until next month,  

 73  

 John, W3ML 

http://www.kb6nu.com/tech-manual
http://amazon.com/
http://barnesandnoble.com/

