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Borrowed from Articles for Amateur Radio Newsletters aimed at new hams 
 written by Gerry Crenshaw, WD4BIS, Rowlett, Texas
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NHP #10: To Dual or Not to Dual: That is the Question

About handitalkies, that is, do you really need that dual band handitalkie. Are they worth their price? Will you use all of their capabilities? Is there enough traffic on 70 Cm to make it worth the effort.

One of the first items purchased by new radio operators is the handitalkie. Believe it or not, the profit margin on these items is very small, hardly worth the effort but the manufactures continue to turn out new smaller more advanced HT's. Many of these HT's now have so many features that when faced with a purchasing decision confusion abounds. Why do the Manufactures even bother cranking out a new, better model every year. The reasoning here lies in customer recognition and loyalty, and putting their name in the hand of as many hams as possible. After making that first buying decision, you will base future buying decisions on how it worked and after- purchase service.

Dual Band handitalkies/mobile come in every combination you can think of 144 and 440, 144 and 220, 440 and 1200 or in any combination you might think of. Why even consider one of these when making that first purchase? Depending on what your plans are the dual band may be your best buy. In many Radio Frequency-congested areas you may need both bands to do the communications you plan. Most emergency and traffic nets will be carried out on one band while casual QSO's and rag chewing will be carried on another. Public service events may use two different bands for different jobs, health, safety and welfare on one band and logistics (delivery of equipment or supplies, trash pick up, etc.) on another or medical traffic such as getting an ambulance to the aid stations or rest stops may be assigned exclusively to a separate band. If your plans include working some sort of Public Service events or working the ‘Thons, a dual band may be worth the expense. Check around first and see what other bands the general ham population is using. 440 mhz seems popular in the Dallas area while 220 Mhz seems to be popular in areas such as New York and Los Angeles.

Another great use of the dual band radio is as a cross-band repeater. A mobile or base station is set up to re-transmit and receive everything from one band to another.

144 Mhz Rx-440 Mhz Tx

440 Mhz Rx-144 Mhz Tx

For example, the 144 Mhz side is left on the repeater frequency and the 440 Mhz side is put on a simplex frequency. This can be very useful in situations where you want to extend the range of a handitalkie. This has been used with considerable success during emergency situations. A couple of things to watch for are picking the frequency to cross band from/to (a seldom-used simplex frequency makes a good choice from the handitalkie to the mobile) and the transmit power level of the mobile. It is very seldom that a radio will have independent control of the power level for both bands. So if you put the 144 Mhz side to high power to reach the repeater you are cross banding to, the 440 Mhz side will also be in high power. This means that one side or the other of the radio will be transmitting in High Power. In the course of several hours this will run down the best Die Hard battery.

The dual band radio is a good for public service work or for the convenience of having two bands in the palm of your hand. They can enhance the operation of any amateur operator in any kind of public service net or event. These make a great addition to any shack but don’t say to good-bye to the kids’ college education money to get one.

73 & GL de WD4BIS

Copyright 2005 Gerald Crenshaw WD4BIS. All rights are reserved.

Until next month,

73

John

KA4HWX

The Club meeting will be held at the American Legion post in North Judson at 7:00 pm.


Field Day continues.


Initial planning for a Fox hunt to be held in April/May.


NEWS FLASH


Field Day is coming!





Field Day Package in now on-line at � HYPERLINK "http://www.arrl.org" ��www.arrl.org�.


Bobbi, KB9OEL will lead Field Day this year.


All proposals need to be sent to her.


Bobbi hopes to have plans available at the next meeting.








105 Unique Designs about "ham radio"!


� HYPERLINK "http://www.cafepress.com/cp/search/poe/?i=7508089&q=ham+radio" \t "_blank" �http://www.cafepress.com/cp/search/poe/?i=7508089&q=ham+radio�

















The VE team will conduct Amateur Radio licensing testing in June, watch for date.


The next test session will be at the Starke County Public Library on West Culver Road in Knox, IN.   The fee for each test is $14.00.   If you have any questions you can e-mail � HYPERLINK "mailto:w9joz@w9joz.org" ��w9joz@w9joz.org� or call John, KA4HWX at 574-772-2772.


Last Test Session: 


KC9JBB, Greg Hostetler passed the technician class test.


KB9TBO, Tony upgraded to General.


KC9BBE, Nancy Perkins upgraded to General.











Joe, AA9YQ, the VE Coordinator for Starke County announced that the VE Team would not be accepting any new members at this time.  The team is set with 6 examiners and there is no need at this time to add to that number.


If in the future there is a need to replace a member, he will put out a call for new members.
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We were asked by Tom Travis, who is also a member of the LaPorte Club, if we wanted to run the concession stand at their hamfest next year.


This may not be available based on communications since last meeting.  However, if is available and the club does decide to accept the offer, it needs to be understood that anyone who votes for this proposal must be available to work the concession stand.


As it was pointed out at the last meeting, too many times events are set up and then the same four or five only show up.


As a club we must all be available to work if we decide to take on this venture.








April 2nd North Central Indiana Hamfest�Blackford County, Grant County, Kokomo, & Miami County Amateur


Radio Clubs�� HYPERLINK "http://www.ncihamfest.com" �http://www.ncihamfest.com�  Location is in Peru, IN at the Miami County 4-H Fairgrounds Corner of County Road 200 North & Mexico Road























WEATHER ALERT 





Tony, KB9TBO, provided this link to the Indiana Weather Newsletter:








� HYPERLINK "http://www.crh.noaa.gov/images/iwx/publications/2006insvrwxnewsletter.pdf" \t "_blank" �http://www.crh.noaa.gov/images/iwx/publications/2006insvrwxnewsletter.pdf�








Icom IC-706MKIIG Rich Sytsma N9GPY Culver IN � HYPERLINK "mailto:rich@culcom.net" �rich@culcom.net� 


Icom IC-730 HF (10-80) 100 w Gen Coverage ssb,cw,am, $300.00 obo�Icom IC-211 2M all mode no PL 10 w FM, SSB, CW $300.00 obo Gary E. Kletz Sr. KB9OLZ 574-896-2097 � HYPERLINK "mailto:kb9olz@sugardog.com" \t "_blank" �kb9olz@sugardog.com�


TS 700 2-Meter All-Mode for $250.00. Contact Garland Collins, KC9GKZ





Cushcraft Tri-Bander $100.00 Duce Erdelyi N9PCR, 574-586-9352








New never used -10 meter FM mobile radio for $100.00. Contact John, KA4HWX at 574-772-2772 or � HYPERLINK "mailto:ka4hwx@arrl.net" ��ka4hwx@arrl.net�
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Special Interest Articles


VE Testing- June 


Club meeting is April 20th.
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�”The true meaning





of life is to 





plant trees under 





whose shade you 





do not expect to





sit.”



















































































