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	Starke County Amateur Radio Club
	   Newsletter 

April 2007


	Web address: www.w9joz.org E-mail: w9joz@w9joz.org

	
	This issue contains an article by Tony, W9AL on Emergency Communications,
the Treasurer’s report and minutes of last meeting. Spring cleaning list of For Sale items.



	
	DUES are $5.00 per year.

	
	
	
	

	
	

	
	
	
	Worked these People Yet?

KN4UB           Larry Junstrom, rock musician (bass player in .38 Special)
 N6FUP           Stu Cook, bass player for CCR 
N6GGM           Laura, XYL of N6FUP   


	Types of Coax Cable and Line Loss Calculator
	
Hamfests

	
	
	
	

	
	Weather Spotting/News Items

	
	
	
	

	
	

	
	You can view a topographical map of the area around your QTH. Or check out the aerial

view.

http://terraserver-usa.com/default.aspx

	

	


Treasurer’s Report
On February 15, at our last meeting a motion was made by Mathew N9LV to reinstate the membership fee.  It was decided to help offset some of the expenses at field day and other club activities.   As the club's treasurer/secretary I opened a savings account at The First National Bank North Judson branch with a beginning balance of $45.00 on March 1, 2007.  At the March 15, 2007 club meeting, and additional $55.00 was collected and deposited into the savings account.  A grand total of $100.00 now resides in the clubs account.

Minutes of March meeting
The March meeting was held on the 15th at the American Legion Post in North Judson.  There were 14 members present. John handed out an outline on what is RACES.  Bob and Mathew provided their findings of Field Day and after a lot of discussion, it was decided to obtain permission to operate on the property between the hospital’s property and the South fire house. More information will be forthcoming in future meetings.

No treasurer report was given.

Next meeting is April 19th. 
Meeting was adjourned at 8:45 p.m.

For Sale Items

1. H F amp made by S.O.S.Electronics---Memphis Tenn.

Amateur Scout has on it 15 20 40 meters.

It has 8 tubes in it/   /4 - 6JG6A and 4 - 6MJ6 that’s the numbers on them.

                                                         6LQ6

                                                         6JE6C

Mike wb9l and myself put 80 watts in and got about 775 watts out

I will never use it.

$250.00 or trade? See picture on next page.

2. COBRA 1000 GTL with matching ext. speaker and a D104. Speaker needs some TLC. Make Offer.
Contact Tony at w9al@earthlink.net or 574- 896 -3510. 
1. Dentron MLA-2500 amplifier wired for 220v. Very excellent condition. Old style tubes. $650.00.

2. Tennadyne Log Periodic beam. More info at Tennadyne.com In box ready to go. Probably needs balun. $400.00.

Email: K9CIV@arrl.net. Phone 574-772-6461(H) or 574-867-4300(W) during the week business hours 8:30-12 and 1-4:30.

1. Hustler Trunk Lip mount that includes 15 feet of coax. It accepts all antennas up to 55” long with standard 3/8” x 24 threads. Price is $15.00.
2. Alinco DR 150, VHF FM 2meter with 440 receive. $75.00

3. 5/8 wave CB/10 meter Antenna with magnet mount. $ 15.00

4. N.S. 3000 - 10 meter FM/AM mobile radio. $100.00

5. Homebuilt Electronic Keyer. $35.00

6. Katsumi Frequency Monitor Model JD - 5050. $50.00

7. TET -- HB35C is a full size tri-bander. In box ready to go. $400.00

Contact John, W3ML at w3ml@arrl.net or 574-772-2772.

 See more spring cleaning items for sale on web site. 
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Tony Langer, W9ML wrote the following editorial articles for the newsletter. 

Amateur Radio is a great hobby. Emergency Communications is a commitment as well as volunteering. What we need to do is to convince our local agencies that we can do communications for them better than they can do for themselves. The only way we can do that is by training and by practicing, by doing SETS, table top exercises, and practicing message handling. 

Some people say that we are volunteers and we don’t have to train, but I say that if we want to be taken seriously we are going to have to take extra steps. Look at the volunteer fireman nobody thinks they are amateurs. Agencies look at them as equals because they act like professionals. They are constantly training and testing their abilities. Why should we be different, we have to train and practice like they do. We need to read, test, and train to excel. We have to learn how to communicate, message handling, and have proper etiquette, and just passing tests isn’t enough. We need to train and practice over and over again. Look what we have accomplished, we studied and practiced to get our ham license! 

So why should Emergency Communications be different. For years we all complained that we wanted to be taken seriously, now it’s our chance to prove them all wrong. We are not a bunch of ratchet jawers. 

We have to see our own weaknesses and immediately work to correct them. Whether we are lacking knowledge or experience, we have to work harder. Reading articles more than once to really understand what we read, or train and practice over and over until we get where we want to be.

The flexibility of Amateur Radio is what gives us the edge, during a real disaster. The commitment is more than weekly nets or a monthly social meeting. We need to have long range plans and written procedures and our training has to focus on one plan, Emergency Communication. Whether its

RACES, ARES, SATERN, or the RED CROSS we all have to be prepared. 

 Tony Langer, W9AL

So Just What is a Communications Emergency?

Tony Langer, W9AL

It’s when communications fail and puts the public at risk. Lots of different things can damage conventional communications systems, or overload them to the point that they’re useless. Severe storms, for example, can knock out phone lines, cell towers, police radio towers, or electrical service to those systems. Cell phone systems are designed to handle a small percent of subscribers at any one time, but in an emergency, even when the system is working properly, it can quickly get overloaded and emergency calls can’t get through. Look at September 11 or any hurricane.  Even in normal circumstances, communications can fail. Underground cables can accidentally get cut by back-hoes. Hospital and 911 phone systems can fail. And emergencies can occur where there is no cell phone service.

Hams have been an emergency communications resource from the very beginning of the hobby. We have the equipment, and the skills necessary to provide “emcomm”. We are licensed for local, national and international communications. Some commercial and public safety communications systems can’t do that.

Just having those qualifications is not enough to get the job done. Some emergency communications skills are very different from what we use in our daily hobby. Traffic handling and passing formal messages, unless you do it everyday may be strange to you. Or if you haven’t done it in a long time, you might be a little rusty. I have been doing it since I got my general ticket and I am still not where I want to be. That’s why training is so important.

Emergency communications or “emcomm” volunteers come with a wide variety of backgrounds, skills, and experiences. What we have in common is a desire to help others. We are willing to work as team players and take direction from served agencies and emergency coordinators (EC’s), assistant emergency coordinators (AEC’s), radio officers (RO’s) and their assistants (ARO’s). We need to be able to think and act quickly under stress. And we need to have a positive attitude. If we decide to volunteer we will work under our local agency. We are there to help with and to assist in their needs. To be as professional as we can, that’s why we have to train and practice as much as possible.

You also have to recognize that we are not first responders. We will almost never be on the scene. In the beginning of an emergency, we’ll not be used very much. It’s only after a while, when local authorities learn the extent of an emergency, and when their communications systems fails to handle the traffic or gets overloaded. Then hams will be called in to help. As “emcomm” volunteers we need to remain flexible. Our job is to get the message through using the best means possible, whether its ham radio, CB, Family Radio, GMRS, the telephone, fax, email, or the served agency’s radio system.

Nets will be established and shut down as things change. Our assignments will vary from hour to hour and minute to minute. Stress levels will be high, but we need to stay cool. As the emergency gets under control and normal communications are restored, the nets’ activity will reduce and the nets will be deactivated. Then we can all go back doing what we do best.

Until next month,
73

John, W3ML



Quick QSL Manager Lookup


� HYPERLINK "http://www.nfdxa.com/K4UTE/K4UTE.HTML" ��http://www.nfdxa.com/K4UTE/K4UTE.HTML�


Coax cable attenuation charts


� HYPERLINK "http://www.k1ttt.net/technote/coaxloss.html%23tables" ��http://www.k1ttt.net/technote/coaxloss.html#tables�








Work on the RACES Training Course.





� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.arrl.org/files/bbs/clipart/races.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���





The Club meeting will be April 19th.


Update on Field Day location will be discussed.


Tony will have a handout presentation for everyone attending.








Amateur Radio testing on April 5th at 6:00 p.m. 


Location will be Starke County Library in Knox.


For more information contact us at � HYPERLINK "mailto:w9joz@w9joz.org" ��w9joz@w9joz.org�








Field Day is only 3 months away.


Location suggested is the field behind the south-side fire house.














�























See Weather Page on web site for more classes.


Weather Classes for April


17 Bass Lake, IN �(Starke County) 7:00pm EDT Convective Weather Observing Training. Bass Lake/California Twp Fire Dept.


18 Winamac, IN �(Pulaski County) 7:00pm EDT Convective Weather Observing Training. Commissioners Room in the Pulaski County Courthouse.











WorldRadio News 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.wr6wr.com/" ��http://www.wr6wr.com/�


�
�
�
�
�
Amateur Radio Newsline�
�
� HYPERLINK "http://www.arnewsline.org/" ��http://www.arnewsline.org/�





15 Apr 2007: North Central Indiana Hamfest Peru, IN Miami County 4-H Fairgrounds 


�18-20 May 2007 Dayton Hamvention Dayton, OH Hara Arena http://www.hamvention.org/


There will be free parking at the Salem Mall location that was used last year with shuttle buses running frequently. The actual mall has been demolished but the lot will be used again this year.  Hamvention parking areas will be marked.   Tickets to ride the bus will be sold at the site.��There is no public Hamvention® parking at Hara Arena.
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Special Interest Articles


Club meeting 


Interesting Sites/Info
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