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	Starke County Amateur Radio Club
	   Newsletter 

August 2007


	Web address: www.w9joz.org E-mail: w9joz@w9joz.org

	
	This issue contains an article submitted by Tony, W9AL for QSL Cards and one on Dipoles from John., W3ML, plus more.


	
	DUES are now past due -- $5.00 per year.

	
	
	
	

	
	Interesting Sites/info

	
	
	
	


	Types of Coax Cable and Line Loss Calculator
	
Hamfests

	
	
	
	

	
	Weather Spotting/News Items

	
	
	
	

	
	

	
	You can view a topographical map of the area around your QTH. Or check out the aerial

view.

http://terraserver-usa.com/default.aspx

	
	


For Sale Items

There are new items and new prices.

There are radios, antennas, amp, and power supply listed, check out the web site for great items on sale. Items are added as they come in the email.  Non-club members may list items for one month only. Check the list weekly for new items.
The following article was submitted by Tony, W9AL
QSLing
(From the ARRL Handbook)

A QSL card (or just “QSL”) is an Amateur Radio tradition. QSL cards are nearly as old as Amateur Radio itself, and the practice has spread so that short-wave listeners (SWLs) can get cards from shortwave and AM broadcast stations. Most amateurs have printed QSL cards.  QSL card printers usually have several standard layouts from which to choose. Some offer customized designs at extra cost. If you are just starting out, or anticipate changing your call sign (just think, you could get a call like “KC4WZK”), you may want to purchase a pack of “generic” QSL cards available from many ham stores and mail-order outlets.

Filling Out Your Cards

QSL cards must have certain information for them to be usable for award qualification. At a minimum, the card must have:

• Your call sign, street address, city, state or province and country. This information should be preprinted on one side of your QSL card.

• The call of the station worked.

• The date and time (in UTC) of the contact.

• The signal report.

• The band and mode used for the contact.

Awards for VHF and UHF operations may also require the grid locator (or “grid square”) in which your station is located. Current practice is to include your 6-digit grid square on your QSL card even if you have no plans to operate VHF and UHF, since some HF competitions and awards require your grid square designator. Many hams provide additional information on their QSL cards such as the equipment and antennas used during the contact, power levels, former calls and friendly comments.

Sending and Receiving Domestic QSLs

Although most QSL cards can be sent as post cards within the United States, usually saving some postage costs, post card style QSL cards often arrive with multiple cancellations and other unintended markings that can obscure or obliterate the printed and written information. It is best to send all QSL cards in a protective envelope. Back when postage was cheap, you could send out 100 post cards for a few dollars and domestic stations would send QSLs as a matter of course. Currently, if you really need a particular QSL, it is best to send a self-addressed stamped envelope along with your card.  QSLing for DX stations is somewhat more involved and is discussed elsewhere in this chapter.

How-to’s of DXCC — Direct QSLs and

DX Bureaus

Since DX stations are often inundated with QSL cards (and QSL requests) from US hams, it is financially impossible for most of them to pay for the return postage.  Hams have hit upon several ways to lighten the load on popular DX stations. The fastest, but most expensive, way to get QSL cards is the direct approach. You send 
your QSL card, with one or two International Reply Coupons (IRCs) or one or two dollars and a self-addressed airmail envelope to the DX station. International Reply Coupons are available from your local post office and can be used nearly anywhere in the world for return postage.  Some DX hams prefer that you send one or two “green stamps” (dollar bills) because they can be used to defray posting, printing and other expenses. However, it is illegal in some countries to possess foreign currency.  If you’re not sure, ask the DX station or check DX bulletins available on the DX Cluster System, accessible by either packet radio or Telnet. Many DX hams have recruited QSL managers, hams who handle the QSL chores of one or more DX stations. QSL managers are convenient for everyone.  The DX station need only send batches of blank cards and a copy of the logs; hams wanting that station’s card need only send a First Class stamp for US return postage and can expect a prompt reply. (In the case of QSL managers located outside the United States, you must still send IRCs (or dollars) and a self-addressed return envelope.) The easiest (and slowest) way to send and receive large batches of QSL cards is through the incoming and outgoing QSL bureaus. The outgoing bureau is available to ARRL members. The incoming bureaus are available to all amateurs. Bureau instructions and addresses are printed periodically in QST; they appear in the ARRL Operating Manual, and they are available from ARRL Headquarters for an SASE.  Alternatively, you can submit your QSO log electronically to ARRL’s Logbook of The World. All submissions are free; you only pay when you “redeem” your QSO credits for an award, such as DXCC. Once you are signed up as a Logbook user, you can submit new contact records whenever you wish. Your contacts will be matched against the logs of other Logbook users. Whenever a match occurs, you receive instant credit for the contact. You can learn more about Logbook of The World by visiting its Web site at www.arrl.org/lotw/
The following article was submitted by John, W3ML

Antennas and Coax
Antennas are the one item that makes the whole station work.  You can spend several thousand of dollars on radios, amplifiers, microphones, computer enhanced voice modules, but without a great antenna your signal will not get out.

An old saying that has been around ham radio forever is put your money in the antenna.

Here is a funny thing about an antenna.  I read this on a ham radio forum.  The guy said he was waiting for the 10 meter dipole he just bought to arrive so he could operate.

A 10 meter dipole antenna is two pieces of wire connected together in the center to a coax or open-feed wire and supported on the ends by insulators to a tree, pole, or tower leg.

It does not take a rocket scientist to build one.  Why buy one?

Over the ages Hams are known for antenna experimenting and now should not be the beginning of buying dipoles or simple antennas.

We need to teach the new hams how to build a good dipole and what is needed to do so.

For a dipole you can use bare copper wire (what has been used for years) or insulated wire that is becoming more popular today.  Even steel wire has been used, and don’t laugh, but a slinky toy has even been used.  The military used the slinky for years.

Here is what a couple of hams had to say about antennas and coax.

Don Smith, WA9KRT states: Since feed line loss is a function of center conductor diameter the adage "the bigger the better" holds true.  Probably all the well known manufacturers are comparable in loss and longevity.  The only cable I stay away from is 9913, because it has a reputation of permitting water to get into the center conductor.  I really don't know if this is actually true or just happened in a few cases.  Belden 8214 cable has 2.5 db loss per hundred feet at 150 MHz, which means that you would have to double the antenna to recover that loss, at 440 MHz the antenna would have to be quadrupled.  Short runs, less than 50 feet, RG8X is acceptable for most 144 MHz users, unless you are into weak signal work.  I am using some Radio Shack coax for the tower rotation loop on two meters and it handles 1500 W very well.  If it works at 144 MHz, it works real good for lower frequencies. 

Tom Travis said, got this web from CSVHF Society

 http://www.VHFSouth.org

 lots of good info on number of vhf/uhf technical /links/etc.

In the newsletters each month is a link to a coax calculator that will show you the loss on the length of coax you want to use at a certain frequency.  It will help when you area planning that antenna project. Her are some links for articles on antenna building.  These are great reading and can really help you build that good antenna.
This one may come from long ago, but the information is just as good today as it was back in 1962.

· Choosing An Antenna (406,416 bytes, PDF file)
QST January 1962, pp. 25-29, 140, 142
As the title indicates, this article is written to help the newcomer decide on the kind of antenna to select for his station. 

http://www.arrl.org/tis/info/pdf/6201025.pdf
"This Old Dipole"
or
Dipole 101


An antenna construction workshop conducted at Marshall N1FN's QTH on Sunday, 8/2/98

http://www.morsex.com/dipole/index.htm
· Wire Antennas for the Beginner (1,781,534 bytes, PDF file)
QST June 1983, pp. 33-38
Every ham knows how to make and install wire antennas. But if you've never done it, you probably have a few questions. Here are some answers. 
http://www.arrl.org/tis/info/pdf/0683033.pdf
THE N4UJW ANTENNA PROJECTS DESIGN LAB

THE BEST HAM RADIO OPERATORS HAVE GOOD ANTENNAS!
YOU CAN'T WORK THEM IF YOU CAN'T HEAR THEM!
DESIGN OR BUILD YOUR ANTENNA HERE!
Antenna project contributions from all over the world!
HF, VHF, UHF ANTENNA PROJECTS AND LOTS MORE!
Most are designed for ease of construction and expense!
Here is the link for the Design Lab

http://www.dxzone.com/cgi-bin/dir/jump2.cgi?ID=12938
A Simple 2 meter antenna is the ground plane.

· Ground-plane Antennas for 144, 222, 449 MHz (109,309 bytes, PDF file)
ARRL Antenna Book, 18th Edition, pp. 18-16 to 18.17
(If you can't find aluminum rod or wire or welding rods, try metal coat hangers - they work too.) 

Go here for information on building a UHF yagi

http://www.arrl.org/qst/2006/08/KLITZING.pdf 

Feeding Your Station (1,743,425 bytes, PDF File)
QST December 1983, pp. 20-23
Fat coaxial line, skinny cable, open-wire feeders or 300-ohm ribbon line - the correct choice can save the beginner a few dollars while helping to ensure maximum performance.

http://www.arrl.org/tis/info/pdf/128320.pdf
Here is an excellent article written by a young lady on different antennas.

· Which HAM Radio Antenna is the Best Choice for Point to Point Communications
by 10th grader Heather Cox (KB8VYQ)
Received award at the 42nd Annual Southeastern Michigan Science Fair 2000 

So, when you want to work a new band, don’t call R and L for a dipole.  Make one, or build that UHF/VHF antenna.

73

Now go build antennas
ON-THE-AIR SPECIAL EVENTS

Aug 3-Aug 5, 1600Z-2359Z, San Angelo, TX. AB5BG. Honoring Col Greg Boyington and the Black Sheep Squadron VMF 214 of WWII. 40 20 15 10 m. Certificate. Don Goff, AB5BG, 1210 Ardmore, San Angelo, TX 76905.

Aug 3-Aug 6, 1300Z-2359Z, Canton, OH. Canton Amateur Radio Club, W8AL. Annual Pro Football Hall Of Fame Festival. 28.365 21.365 14.265 7.265. Certificate. Donald E. Perry, WQ8J, 968 Culverne Ave NW, Massillon, OH 44647. www.w8al.org
Aug 4-Aug 5, 0000Z-2359Z, Milwaukee, WI. Milwaukee Radio Amateurs Club, W9RH. Celebrating 90 Continuous Years of Ham Radio. 28.470 14.270 7.260 144.240. QSL. MRAC 90th Anniversary, PO Box 070695, Milwaukee, WI 53207-0695. www.w9rh.org
Aug 11-Aug 14, 1400Z-0000Z, Window Rock, AZ. Navajo Amateur Radio Club, N7C. Navajo Code Talkers Days. 14.265 7.265. QSL. Herb Goodluck, N7HG, PO Box 3611, Wido Rock, AZ 86515. Times are daily. n7hg@citlink.net
Aug 13-Aug 19, 0000Z-2359Z, Cartagena, Sp, SPAIN. Fundación Isla Ebusitana y Aula Cultura Armada, AO5PCI. Regata Almirante Conde de Barcelona. 28 21 14 7 3,5 MHz CW and SSB. QSL. Francisco, c/Guayaquil, 10 bajo (Urb. La Vaguada), Cartagena, SP 30394, SPAIN. AO5PCI, AO5PCS Aug 13-16; AO0PCI and AO0PCS Aug 17-19. QSLs will be sent via the bureau, unless received direct. www.lumbrerasct.com/Ebusitana/indexebusitana.htm
Aug 15-Aug 26, 0000Z-0400Z, Columbus, OH. John D. Kraus Memorial Amateur Radio Club, W8JK/WOW. 30th anniversary of the "WOW Signal". 7.045 14.045 7.200 14.250. QSL. Bruce Lerner , KC8VEB, 734 Suntree Dr, Westerville, OH 43081. www.w8jk.org
Aug 17-Sep 13, 1700Z-1700Z, Illinois River, IL. USS LST325 Radio Club, WW2LST. USS LST325 Summer Cruise Up Through the Illinois Heartland. 14.300 14.040 7.040 3.540. QSL. USS LST325 Memorial Ship, 840 LST Dr, Evansville, IN 47713. www.lstmemorial.org
Aug 18, 1400Z-2200Z, Forest, VA. Lynchburg Amateur Radio Club, N4J. Farm Day at Thomas Jefferson's 
Poplar Forest, retreat home and farm in Bedford County, VA. 28.460 21.360 14.260 7.260 PSK 14.070. QSL. Dick Hiner, W4HMK, 9485 Battler Ct, Columbia, MD 21045.

Aug 19, 1400Z-2100Z, Portland, ME. Portland Amateur Wireless Association, W1KVI. Celebrating a port visit by the Liberty Ship John W. Brown. 14.300 3.820. QSL. Portland Amateur Wireless Associacion, PO Box 1605, Portland, ME 04104. www.pawa-maine.org
Aug 20, 1200Z-2359Z, Provincetown, MA. Massachusetts Wireless Society, WA1MA. Centennial of the Pilgrim Monument. 18.120 14.220 7.220 3.820. QSL. Massachusetts Wireless Society, PO Box 1073, South Orleans, MA 02662-1073. www.qrz.com/wa1ma
Aug 20-Aug 22, 1400Z-2300Z, Belle Fourche, Butte County, SD. Millstone Amateur Radio Society, NØC. Dedication of the Geographic Center of the Nation Monument. 14.240 14.040 7.240/040 3.855. Certificate. Craig Nickisch, WØWN, 316Yellowstone Place, Spearfish, SD 57783. CraigNickisch@aol.com
Aug 25, 1200Z-2000Z, Manassas, VA. Ole Virginia Hams Amateur Radio Club Inc, W4OVH. Civil War Battle of 2nd Manassas (Second Battle of Bull Run). 28.462 21.362 14.262 7.262. Certificate. Ole Virginia Hams ARC Inc, PO Box 1255, Manassas, VA 20108. www.w4ovh.net
Aug 26, 1400Z-2100Z, Hanover, KS. Crown Amateur Radio Association, K0ASA. Hollenberg Pony Express Station Festival. 18.085 14.245 14.040 7.040. Certificate. Crown Amateur Radio Association, 11551 W 176th Terr, Olathe, KS 66062. www.kshs.org/places/hollenberg/index.htm
Aug 31-Sep 1, 2100Z-2100Z, Brady, TX. Heart of Texas Ham Operators Group (HOT-HOG), WA5HOT. 33rd Annual World Championship Barbecue Goat Cookoff. 21.360 14.250 7.295 3.875. Certificate. HOT-HOG, c/o Rick Melcer, N5KAO, PO Box 1021, Brady, TX 76825-1021. www.hothog.org
More Special Events and Contests listed on the ARRL.org website.

Hope you are having a great summer!
Until next month,

Happy hamming

73

John

Quick QSL Manager Lookup


� HYPERLINK "http://www.nfdxa.com/K4UTE/K4UTE.HTML" ��http://www.nfdxa.com/K4UTE/K4UTE.HTML�


Coax cable attenuation charts


� HYPERLINK "http://www.k1ttt.net/technote/coaxloss.html%23tables" ��http://www.k1ttt.net/technote/coaxloss.html#tables�














Dipole Antenna Length





Figure the length needed at this site:





� HYPERLINK "http://www.rdioqth.net/AntennaLength.aspx" ��http://www.rdioqth.net/AntennaLength.aspx�




















Tony, W9AL, will hold an ARES/RACES training class on Wednesday August 1st at 6:00 pm. Location will be at his QTH.


Also, on August 7th, he will be holding an Extra Class discussion group for those interested in studying and discussing the Extra test.











The Club meeting will be August 16th.


Discussion will be on upcoming Special Events and the raising of dues for next year.


Do we still want to do these events?











Special Events:


Starke County ARC W9JOZ at the Hoosier Valley Railroad Museum and Radioville.


The first Saturday after Labor Day again will most likely be HVRM's open house.





The first Saturday in October is the date for the Radioville Special Event Station. 





















































See Weather Page on web site for more classes.


It appears there still are No weather classes scheduled for now.














WorldRadio News 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.wr6wr.com/" ��http://www.wr6wr.com/�

















�
�
�
�
�
Amateur Radio Newsline�
�
� HYPERLINK "http://www.arnewsline.org/" ��http://www.arnewsline.org/�





12 August 2007 - Hamfesters Radio Club Peotone, IL � HYPERLINK "http://www.hamfesters.org" \t "_blank" �http://www.hamfesters.org�


19 August 2007 - Tippecanoe ARA�� HYPERLINK "http://www.w9reg.org/hamfest" \t "_blank" �http://www.w9reg.org/hamfest�





14 October 2007 Lake County Amateur Radio Club�� HYPERLINK "http://www.qsl.net/w9lj/index.html" �http://www.qsl.net/w9lj/index.html�


Crown Point, IN�Lake County Fairgrounds�� HYPERLINK "http://us.rd.yahoo.com/maps/us/insert/Tmap/extmap/*-http:/maps.yahoo.com/maps_result?addr=889+South+Court+Street&csz=Crown+Point%2C+IN&country=us" \t "_blank" �889 South Court Street�


17-18 Nov 2007


Indiana State Convention (Fort Wayne Hamfest & Computer Expo)�Allen County Amateur Radio Technical Society�� HYPERLINK "http://www.fortwaynehamfest.com" �http://www.fortwaynehamfest.com�


Fort Wayne, IN�Allen County War Memorial Coliseum�� HYPERLINK "http://us.rd.yahoo.com/maps/us/insert/Tmap/extmap/*-http:/maps.yahoo.com/maps_result?addr=4000+Parnell+Avenue&csz=Fort+Wayne%2C+IN&country=us" \t "_blank" �4000 Parnell Avenue�
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