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FCC -- Finally takes Action against Illegal Activity

RE: Application for Renewal of Amateur license 
Dear Mr. @@@@: 

Your application for renewal of the license for ******, filed March 9, 2005, cannot be routinely granted and has been referred to the Enforcement Bureau for review. 

On April 5, 2005, we issued a Warning Notice to you concerning operation without a license on 26.815 MHz, and resulting interference to the 10-meter amateur band. We continue to receive complaints that you operate on 26.815 MHz as well as 26.945 MHz. 

Section 308(b) of the Communications Act of 1934, as amended, gives the Commission the authority to obtain information from applicants and licensees about the operation of their station. Accordingly, you are requested to respond to this letter within 20 days of receipt stating under what authority you have operated on 26.815 and 26.945 MHz. You may furnish any additional information that you feel would be relevant to this matter. In an inquiry of this type we are required to advise you that Congress has made punishable a willfully false or misleading reply. The information you submit will be used to determine what action to take on your application. See Title 18, Section 1001 of the United States Code. 

We note also that your renewal application shows an address at ------- in ----------, but our information indicates that you reside at the ----- address. Please indicate your correct address. If you do not submit a timely reply to this letter, your application for renewal will be dismissed. 

(Editor note: Name and address was withheld to protect us from a lawsuit.)

On the Local Front

The Starke County Sheriff Department is taking action against those individuals who are operating illegally and interfering with people’s televisions or other electronic items.  Just recently one Cb’er was told that if he interfered again his equipment would be confiscated.

Articles for Amateur Radio Newsletters aimed at new hams 
 written by Gerry Crenshaw, WD4BIS, Rowlett, Texas
 

 

NHP #7: Test Equipment Stuff. Do I need it?

What's all this test equipment stuff anyway? Do I need Test equipment for the shack? What kind of Instruments do I need?

As we get into this hobby, sooner or late we are faced with the prospect of needing some basic test equipment. It’s true that due to the complexity of our radios, the "State of the Art" has advanced to such a high degree that most repairs have been taken out of our hands. Do you still need any test and measuring equipment in the shack? You can always take it to the repair shop and pay $50.00 an hour to get it fixed.

If your equipment runs on AC or DC there is still the need for a volt/ohmmeter in the shack. Many of the problems that are encountered with our equipment all have to do with power. We use Batteries, Power supplies and Connectors of all kinds. Being able to do GO/NO GO checks can quickly prove were the problem really is, and can save you lots in repair bills. There is nothing worse than a repair ticket with "No problem found" or "Operator in error" or "Loose nut in front of control".

More often than not, problems with a handi-talkie can be traced to a Mechanical connection between the battery and a radio. Being able to prove that the battery is good with a VOM (Volt-Ohm-Meter) or DVM (Digital Volt Meter) prior to looking for a problem like this helps with the troubleshooting process. For many of us who have base radios, when a problem occurs there are usually several test points in the radio that the manufacturer may want checked before they make a suggestion as to a repair action. Some manufactures such as Ten-Tech, when calling the technical support hot-line with a problem will ask for several voltage readings. If there is one "Must Have" in the shack, it's a basic VOM/DVM. Many manufactures make them and the prices vary from $30.00 to several hundred dollars. Depending on your needs and skills the VOM/DVM can be of great asset in troubleshooting.

Analog Vs Digital

Of the Meters on the market what type is best for you? For those of us who have used them awhile the older Meter Movement VOM is the instrument of choice. It can be used to check AC and DC voltages, AC and DC Amperages, Check continuity of conductors and connectors and Resistance's and will check most semiconductors with a "front to back" check. The DVM will do all of the above checks, The display reads directly and in plain numbers, but the semiconductor check is based on a front to back voltage reading rather than a resistance reading. Some of the high end meters by Fluke will even read capacitance and frequency to 10,000 hertz. Another difference with the DVM is the input impedance is very high so it won’t load the circuit being tested. For most applications this is good. For others this can fool you in that it will read leakage voltages that don't show up with a VOM.

Power and SWR Meters

Another instrument in the shack that becomes a "Must Have" for most of us is the Power/SWR Meter. This meter is used to check the output power of a radio and also to check the Standing Wave Ratio (SWR) or Forward to Reflected power ratio of our transmitters. The name of the game here is to put Radio Frequency energy into the air. If you have a high standing wave, power is not being put into the air but the power is being reflected back toward your radio and that it has to throw off as heat. The better the SWR of your station radio and antenna system the more efficiently it is working.

Power/SWR meters come in a variety of sizes, shapes and prices from the inexpensive version sold by Radio Shack to the lab quality instruments built by Bird and Booton. Many of these instruments are designed for specific application or range of measurement such as VHF/UHF only or HF only. Depending on your use, care should be observed and follow the manufacture's recommendation. These instruments are broken up into two broad types, the Single meter and Dual Meter types. The dual meter shows forward and reflected power simultaneously and where the needles cross is the SWR. The single meter type has to a switch that changes the polarity of the sensing diode so forward and reflected power are shown as two separate measurements.

Before purchasing one of these instruments consider the highest power you will be running. Many of these instruments come in Low watt versions. Test instruments for many of the basic measurements will keep the station running at peak efficiency and can warn you to of degrading or marginal performance.

Keep that station running

Gerry WD4BIS

Return to NHP Index 
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Copyright 2005 Gerald Crenshaw WD4BIS. All rights are reserved.

FOR SALE / WANTED ITEMS

Mosley Classic 33 Triband Beam $75.00. Contact Tom, WA9NGO at wa9ngo@hotmail.com
Icom IC-730 HF (10-80) 100 w Gen Coverage ssb,cw,am, $300.00 obo
Icom IC-211 2M all mode no PL 10 w FM, SSB, CW $300.00 obo Gary E. Kletz Sr. KB9OLZ 574-896-2097 kb9olz@sugardog.com
TS 700 2 Meter All-Mode for $250.00. Contact Garland Collins, KC9GKZ.

Ten Meter FM Mobile Radio - New never used. $100.00 Contact John, KA4HWX 574-772-2772 or ka4hwx@arrl.net
TET -- HB35C is a full size tri-bander, efficiently utilizing the Dual Drive HB9CV system with the revolutionary "PHASE TUNED" VK2AOU multi band system. This antenna is neither a trap antenna of standard coil design, nor is it of a linear trap design. This is a phase tuned 5 element TRI-BANDER. When compared with a standard Triband beam on a 7 -8m boom, this antenna exhibits superior gain and bandwidth. In addition, the excellent directivity of the HB35C places it ahead of all its competitors. The performance of the HB35C on all bands is considerably better compared to that of a full sized wide spaced three element yagi. It is boxed up and ready to be put together. Cost new $650.00, will sell for $400.00. Contact John, KA4HWX, 574-772-2772 or ka4hwx@arrl.net
Mike Martin (soon to be ham) telephone 574-935-0723 is looking for Ham Gear. He needs an antenna analyzer, test equipment, a 2 meter mobile or HT and a straight key. He is willing to trade a non-ham item for them.

 

73, until next month

John

105 Unique Designs about "ham radio"!


� HYPERLINK "http://www.cafepress.com/cp/search/poe/?i=7508089&q=ham+radio" \t "_blank" �http://www.cafepress.com/cp/search/poe/?i=7508089&q=ham+radio�


Electronics Assistant web site has several downloads that can be of great help.


� HYPERLINK "http://www.electronics2000.co.uk/" ��http://www.electronics2000.co.uk/�

















� HYPERLINK "http://www.hamrad.com/" �HamRad - Amateur Radio Resource�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.hamrad.com/" ��http://www.hamrad.com/�





� HYPERLINK "http://www.artscipub.com/repeaters/" �Amateur Radio Repeater database - Updated daily�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.artscipub.com/repeaters" ��http://www.artscipub.com/repeaters�











International Space Station Reference


� HYPERLINK "http://spaceflight.nasa.gov/station/reference/radio/" ��http://spaceflight.nasa.gov/station/reference/radio/�





Don’t forget the new time is 8:00 p.m.





The Club meeting will be held at the American Legion post in North Judson at 8:00 pm.


Field Day plans should be finalized by end of meeting. Also, there will be a discussion about the Bass Lake Festival. 


VE Testing will be held on June 21st at 6:00 p.m. Location is Knox Public Library on Culver Road.
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Something neat.





Listen to CQ Serenade





� HYPERLINK "http://www.f8au.org/CQSerenadeG.mp3" ��http://www.f8au.org/CQSerenadeG.mp3�





WEATHER ALERT 





Tony, KB9TBO, provided this link to the Indiana Weather Newsletter:








�HYPERLINK "http://www.crh.noaa.gov/images/iwx/publications/2006insvrwxnewsletter.pdf" \t "_blank"��http://www.crh.noaa.gov/images/iwx/publications/2006insvrwxnewsletter.pdf�





WorldRadio News 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.wr6wr.com/" ��http://www.wr6wr.com/�


Latest news published in the WorldRadio June 2006 Issue








This Weeks News and Information... �
�



�
�
�
�
�
Amateur Radio Newsline�
�



� HYPERLINK "http://www.arnewsline.org/" ��http://www.arnewsline.org/�





Indianapolis, IN � HYPERLINK "http://www.indyhamfest.com/" \t "_blank" �http://www.indyhamfest.com/�


Peotone, IL � HYPERLINK "http://www.w9az.com" \t "_blank" �http://www.w9az.com�


Indiana State Convention (Fort Wayne Hamfest & Computer Expo)�� HYPERLINK "http://www.fortwaynehamfest.com" \t "_blank" �http://www.fortwaynehamfest.com �
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Club meeting is June 15th.
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�”You can't make footprints in the sands of time if you are sitting on your butt.


 


And who wants to make butt prints in the sands of time?”



















































































